
THE SCHOOL IN THE PARK 
All enquiry/rom lite ltisftJric places section of 
DI''RI!.~ led f() Barbara .Jallles preparing t/lis .. .. 

Theold school building in Fryers Road,Chewton. 
was indeed part ofthe Chewton Common School 
No. 105-' and. from 1872, Stale School No.1 054. 
We presume the plan to which yo u refer is the 
one sent to the Board of £ ducnt ion by M r T. L. 
Brown on 13 November 1869. now held in VPRS 
795. Box 527. We agree that the exis ting build­
ing bears little resemblance to this drawing. By 
1874 a bigger school was needed a nd Mr Bastow 
wrote to the Education Department recommend­
ing that it be extended. The Department agreed 
to a cons iderable expansion of the school re­
sen 'e to make this ex tension possible. The class­
room still s tanding, apparently built of recycled 
materia ls, was then erected. In 19)7 much of the 
old school was demolished, but this room was 
not. ' Vhen the Metcalfe H eritage Study was writ­
ten in ]994 there were IJeOpie still a live who could 
remember having had lessons in Ihis classroom. 
The Chewton Scout group, founded in the 1920s, 
did not use this building, but met in a wooden 
building, now pulled down, which was built be­
side it. By 1934 3 n 0\' 3 1 had been built on the 
reneation resen'c and the first football match 
was played there. The old classroom was from 
thcn on sometimes used as a cha nging room by 
players. 

The old school building is highly valued by the 
people of Chew taD. The school in the park, as it 
was called, was of great social importance to the 
many people who attended it between] 871 and 
]911 and is still important to their desce ndants. 
The local material of which it is huilt adds to its 
interest. The first Common School No. J 054 had 
originally been St John's Episcopalian Scbool 
standing opposite the C hewton Town Halt. Its 

Loca l Comminee had decided in 1869. despite 
the opposi tion of thl' Ri sho ll of I\ l clbou rl1l' :lI1d 
th e local \Ves leynn ;md Cat holic schools. to ask 
the Government to take St John's over and of­
fen~ d. as bai t, to 1I0nate the disused i\'larket 
House as prcmis(>s for the school. The old builll­
ing thus st:lnds as an in te resting remi nder of the 
difficulties surround iug the in troduction of free, 
seculal- and compulsory education in co lon ia l 
Victoria. Finally. it was decided to use the mate­
ri als of which the market was bui lt, rather than 
the Market House itself. in the construction of 
the school, so the old building a lso se rves as a 
link to Chewton 's brave, though fai led. attempt 
to prevent the newly-bui lt Castlema ine Ma rket 
from att racting trade away from Chewton bus i­
nesses. 
The \\T iters of the Metcalfe Heritage Study con­
sidered the old building to be of local significance 
and recomme nded it be g iven individua l listing. 
It is also included in the C hewton Heritage Area. 
T he Metcalfe Sbire is now partofthe new Shire 
of Mount Alexander which has incorpora ted 
these recom mendations in its Planning Scheme. 

BOX-IRONBARK FORESTS 
T here has been a lot of pU blicity about the 
future of the Box-Ironbark Forests ofthe lo­
cal area in tbe last few weeks. The Environ­
ment Conserva tion Council (ECC) Draft 
Report has provoked much discussion. Any 
submission to be made to the ECC will be 
considered by them before they make their 
final report to the State Government. T he 
Sta te Government will then ma ke a decision 
on the future of the Box~lronba rk Forests. 
You can help ma ke that dec ision by writing a 
submission (o r letter) to The ECC, 3rd Floor, 
250 Victoria Pa rade, East Melbourne, 3002. 
As with all such submissions (letters) it is 
advisable to send copies to your local mem­
ber of State Parliament. 
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A llY local C h eW/Oil businesses imerested i" 
advertising products or sen'ices on lite tourist 

inJornUlliOIl Board (FREE) sllould call 
5472 2892 a.s.a.p. 


